City of Ottawa has new transit vision

EMC News, December 2
by Andrea Steenbakkers, Executive Director Barrhaven BIA

The transit vision drafted by the Transit and Transportation Committees was approved by Councillors during last Wednesday's meeting. The new plan includes a north-south light rail line heading toward the city's southeast, rapid transit along the Cumberland transitway, a downtown transit tunnel and the completion of the city's rapid bus transitway, according to its transportation master plan. 

First they would extend and fill in gaps in the current bus transitway system, including the southwest transitway in Barrhaven. The City will apply to the federal and provincial governments for the $200 million each pledged for the LRT plan and use the money to start projects that are currently ready to go to improve the existing system. Later, funding would go to the larger rapid transit plan, including the downtown tunnel, but it could be eight years before everything is operational.

For those of us living and operating businesses in Barrhaven, our Strandherd bridge has been at risk since the north-south rail project was cancelled.  The provincial government will not fund the bridge from their $200-million transit reserve pledge for Ottawa as it does not currently include a plan for public transit.  Between 2011 and 2021, the South will show the most rapid growth compared with any other region of the city.  Earlier this year, the BBIA submitted a report of findings to the Mayor’s Task Force on Transportation.  In part, the report showcases the need for both rapid transit and the bridge.  Please visit www.barrhavenbia.ca and see our Planning section for this report and a wealth of other resources.

The City should proceed immediately with rapid transit along defined routes.

Despite the cancellation of the LRT project, there is no need for this region to go

back and restudy issues that have already been examined thoroughly. The rapid transit routes are defined and should be kept. Despite the fact that the transit mode is not defined, we can still move forward with a plan that fulfills the same objectives as the LRT, in terms of community expansion. 

The City must build the Strandherd-Armstrong Bridge as a top priority, and include rapid transit lanes in its design.  The construction of the Strandherd-Armstrong Bridge has been recommended in numerous studies since 1997. The benefits of this bridge are clear. The bridge would alleviate congestion in both the north and south at Hunt Club Bridge and through Manotick and provide a much-needed additional link between communities east and west of the Rideau River. It will provide an especially important link for employees relocated to the new RCMP headquarters, the majority of whom reside well to the east and north of the campus. 

The transit and transportation infrastructure must be enhanced to meet needs of Barrhaven’s status as an employment centre.  Travel within the Barrhaven community is becoming increasingly difficult due to congestion caused by Barrhaven’s evolving status as an employment centre. We must ensure that OC Transpo serves the evolving needs of the community.  As Barrhaven evolves, it becomes a region that attracts more non-traditional transit needs, for example, AM Peak to Barrhaven from other points; local travel within Barrhaven to employment, schools, shops, recreation and more. The OC transit system itself must parallel the growth, through enhanced routes, frequencies and

capacity.  

I am excited about the fact that Council seems to be moving forward with a new transit plan, as the lack of discussion and activity stemming from the Mayor’s Task Force was rather disappointing.  Now that the dream of light rail to our community any time soon seems ever-fading, at least we can complete our dedicated bus transitway and work on the vast and urgently needed improvements to our commuter and local system.  Still disturbing though, is the lack of commitment to the Strandherd bridge, by seemingly all levels of government.  The province will not fund our bridge unless it at least services a BRT and the federal government while supporting it, wants to use money from the pledged transit funds, which the City will not agree to.  The future growth of our community was based on the bridge and the transit-based “downtown” Barrhaven.  If you have not already seen it, I urge you to visit the Barrhaven BIA or Ottawa website to look at the South Nepean Town Centre Community Design Plan.  This is a plan that we all, residents and businesses alike, should be supporting and lobbying for.  

