Barrhaven BIA Presentation to City Council, June 28

My name is Dr. Micael Carreira. I am a member of the Board of the Barrhaven Business Improvement Area and I am here to urge City Council to build the Light Rail Transit right into Barrhaven to the Barrhaven Town Centre.
It is not too much of a stretch to say that this LRT will be the backbone of new development in Barrhaven and South Nepean. By the time the new communities of Barrhaven South and South Nepean Town Centre are built, the Barrhaven area will have expanded to the size of Kingston. We need the LRT. We need the Barrhaven Extension of the LRT. 
Let me describe the growth that is planned for Barrhaven and why the Barrhaven Extension of the LRT is so crucial to the “Smart Growth” of both Barrhaven and the City of Ottawa.
Barrhaven South

Barrhaven South is an area of approximately 500 hectares bounded by the Jock River-Highway 416-Jockvale/Greenbank Roads and the urban area boundary. 
Barrhaven South is designated in the Official Plan as 83% “General Urban Area” with a “Developing Community” overlay. Approximately 10% is designated “Mixed Use” with a “Town Centre” overlay. 
The Barrhaven South Community Design Plan approved by the Planning and Environment Committee two weeks ago describes a community with 7,300 hundred new homes … singles, semis townhouses and apartments … with room for 20,000 people. 

And, in keeping with the City of Ottawa’s Developing Communities policy, 11.8 hectares on the western edge of Barrhaven South have been designated “employment lands.” Along with 0.8 hectares for neighbourhood commercial development and 30.7 hectares for schools … that is land that has room for more than 2,000 jobs. 

South Nepean Town Centre 

The South Nepean Town Centre is an area of 165 hectares between Strandherd and the Jock River. 

The South Nepean Town Centre is designated in the Official Plan as a “Mixed Use Centre” with a “Town Centre” overlay. 

In the Design Plan approved two weeks ago by the Planning Committee, the South Nepean Town Centre has room for 20,000 people and 12,000 jobs.
These two Community Design Plans project 40,000 more people and 14,000 new jobs.

Barrhaven in 2021

Add those projections to Barrhaven as it is now … and 105,200 people will live in Barrhaven by 2021. And 49,265 people will work there.
Let me repeat. By 2021, 105,200 people will live in Barrhaven. 49,265 will work in Barrhaven.
How will they get in and out of Barrhaven to work, to go to school or to shop?

The Barrhaven BIA believes that the Barrhaven Extension of the LRT is crucial to a successful transit network for the community that Barrhaven is destined to become. 
 Transportation Master Plan

The transportation plans for both the Barrhaven South and South Nepean Town Centre communities prioritize walking, cycling and transit over driving cars where people use public transportation to access community facilities, to get to school, to go shopping. 
The design plans for these new communities call for a transit network that relies on both buses and the LRT.

What if we don’t build the LRT extension to the Barrhaven Town Centre? The Barrhaven BIA believes that the transportation needs of a City the size of Barrhaven in 2021 cannot be met by buses and cars alone, even with a modal split over 30%.
Buses

How much would it cost to put enough buses on the roads to service Barrhaven in 2021? 

Route 170 (through Barrhaven), for instance, currently costs 1.8 million dollars a year to run (at a loss of 1.2 million dollars, like nearly every bus route). By 2009, OC Transpo plans to add one and one-half more routes to serve the existing Barrhaven/Stonebridge community. 
How many more buses will be needed in 15 years when there are 50,000 more people in Barrhaven South and South Nepean trying to get to work, to school, to shop … without Light Rail Transit?

And what kind of traffic jams could we expect? 

The City’s Transportation Master Plan identifies a number of arterial upgrades and new roads in this sector that will have to be widened to provide adequate transit service to the new communities of Barrhaven South and South Nepean Town Centre: 

· Greenbank, south of Cambrian
· Cambrian between Cedarview and Jockvale
· Cedarview south of Strandherd

Widening existing arterials or building new ones doesn’t come cheap:
· For example, the cost of widening Strandherd from Fallowfield to Prince of Wales and the future widening of Fallowfield from Greenbank to Woodroffe is nearly 45 million dollars.

The TMP (Transportation Master Plan) concludes that widening the necessary arterials, building the Strandherd Bridge, extending the South West Transitway … and adding the North-South LRT corridor to the Barrhaven Town Centre … “will provide Barrhaven with a very high level of transit service over the next 20 years.”

But that’s with the LRT … right into Barrhaven Town Centre.
If we don’t build the Barrhaven Extension of the LRT right now, we won’t have to wait until 2021 for traffic tie-ups, worse than the ones we suffer now all over the west end. (Anyone from Orleans who complains now that the LRT should go east-west because that’s where the need is should try getting downtown from Barrhaven in rush hour!) 
There will be 2,000 more cars on the north-south routes, which are already operating at capacity. Peak hour travel times will double … it will taken an hour and 15 minutes to get downtown from Barrhaven.

Building the Barrhaven Extension now is “Smart Growth.” It is a good decision for the community and for business. 
Building the Barrhaven extension now is also a good business decision for the City of Ottawa.

· It will satisfy projected ridership for 20 years.
· We can afford it -- with a 12.4 million dollar provincial grant … 3.5 million dollars in development charges … and 8.1 million dollars from Transit Reserves.

· Building it now will save an estimated 9 million dollars on the cost of building the Barrhaven Extension later.
· According to the Siemens-PCL-Dufferin Group, that saving of 30% can be achieved because of the increased buying power of a larger project versus a smaller project.
· If the Barrhaven Extension is tendered separately, market fluctuations will drive the cost up. 

· If we build the Barrhaven Extension now, there are significant cost efficiencies in operating equipment and manpower as part of a large project versus a separate, smaller project.

· So it’s just good business to take advantage of significant savings by including the Barrhaven Extension in the LRT project now. 
Conclusion

The Barrhaven Business Improvement Area believes in “Smart Growth.” We believe in protecting and enhancing our competitive advantage by managing the nature and quality of growth in this City, including Barrhaven. We believe in building communities that foster economic growth and protect our quality of life.  The Barrhaven BIA believes in communities that offer residents the services they need … and Barrhaven needs the LRT Extension to the Barrhaven Town Centre.
 

